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Welcome back to the Roanoke Star Soccer Club. €hesletter has been on hold for a few
months but we are delighted to be back with as nmfcinmation as we can fit in!

The season started off slowly as we had to deal avibt of inclement weather. Tournaments
were cancelled in Richmond, VCCL games were postg@nd BRCL games also fell to the
weather. Overall it was a very frustrating peribldpefully, we have now passed the worst of
the weather problems and the rest of the seasbgavidhead without too many interruptions. |
know the players, parents and coaches are eaget to to full swing as soon as possible.

Over the winter we once again had our indoor sopaegram running. This year was probably
our strongest year ever with the indoor programlagers and staff combined to make it a tre-
mendous learning experience for all involved. Tidoibr soccer program is certainly a fixture
on our calendar that we would like our playerseaalpart of as it gives them a tremendous
opportunity to keep their skills high over the veinthonths when winter training is scarce.

Over the coming months we look forward to some tggeacer, both in league play and tourna-
ment play. Some of our teams are also preparing fap to Europe in July and that will be the
experience of a lifetime. Finally, tryouts for Ra&e Star begin in July. We have more infor-
mation on page 4 of the newsletter but the maimgtis that players should register online
ASAP.

Looking forward to continuing a great season! Sae all at the fields.

VCCL

THE VIRGINIA CLUB CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

After the disappointment of postponed games ag&itstmond Kickers and FC Richmond it
was great to finally get the VCCL season undenkagt year Roanoke Star finished the sea-
son in 2nd place on the Boys side of the VCCL,lmst ever placement. Everyone was aware
that this season would be even harder as the eteshearprise was gone, teams would be
aware that our players are a match for anyone.eftwer it was with a little nervousness that
the teams took the field to play Virginia Rush.tA¢ end of the day however, most teams will
have been very happy with the outcome of the gafifess.13Boys team was up first and they
finished with a 0-0 tie. The boys were slightlyafipointed that their play never reached the
heights that they know they are capable of butetheas some good signs and plenty to work
on over the next few weeks. The 14Boys and 11Baewp next and the 14’s wasted little
time in showing just why they were VCCL Champioastlyear. The team raced into a 3-0 half
time lead with goals from Ryan Landis, Tom Johnaod Sean Joyner. Despite taking the foot
of the pedal somewhat in the 2nd half, the boysfoaably held on for a 3-2 victory. Mean-
while, the 11Boys were playing at Striker Park #mely performed well despite losing 4-1.
Pleasing for the 11Boys was the VCCL debuts of\8 pkayers who will undoubtedly have
benefited from the experience. Last up on the Bigs was the 12Boys and it was to be a
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game worth waiting for. After a tense first halétBoys were tied 0-0. That in itself was a big imj@ment from last year when
the team was on the end of a 5-0 reverse. Howeaegiem has regrouped over the winter and are mgard on following the
guidelines of possession soccer that the clulyiigreg to implement. The team came out in the 2all &ind continued to show
patience in their build up, as well as the abil@ysurprise their opponents with a longer ballvaw.tit certainly worked as 2 goals
from Sam Kuznicki and some great defending medimahscore of 2-1 to Roanoke Star. A great victfmythe Star team but
even more pleasing was the manner in which the fgayed.

The Girls teams had a harder weekend. The reselts gertainly not as pleasing but in many aspéetsgams did very well.
Most credit goes to the 14 Girls team who performexy well in a 2-0 loss to a strong Rush team. Glivés worked incredibly
hard and gave everything they had in a performéuitef desire, patience, organization and skilthey keep up the same atti-
tudes and work on the finer technical points ofghene, it won’t be long before results are in thsifve.

The 13Girls were largely disappointing in a 3-1slts Rush. They never really got going and didmahage to produce the sort
of performance that they are capable off. Certaithlig team has an abundance of talent and wemdeubt that they will re-
sume their strong performances soon. Actually, fidlyevery soon as they have a big State Cup gdniseSaturday!

Finally the 12Girls battled hard but ended up wittough 3-0 loss. Coach Alan was pleased with aflaspects of the teams
play but obviously disappointed by the final out@rfihe character and work rate of the team is nevguestion though and we
know they will bounce back soon.

Overall, a good first weekend of VCCL play for Ro&a Star. It was great to be out on the field pigyineaningful games
against top level competition. As far as developnadplayers, there is no better environment farcgo players in the South-
west area and we are once again looking forwaethather great season of VCCL play.

BRCL spring games are well underwi
are doing very well. Performances ha|
a team. Here is a rundown of some o

Most teame lzdready played a few games and
been atyahigh level, both individually and as
the results for our BRCL teams.

U11 Boys Premier— fantastic start to the season with a record of 3 wins, 2 ties and
only 1 loss. The Boys have been playing some gttefftand are developing at a great rate of speed!

U12 Boys Premier— 4 wins and 1 loss for a teamjtisitkeeps getting better. Players are improvigitydnd will be pushing
hard to move up to the Elite level in the monthd gears to come.

U13 Boys Premier— The feel good factor continue wie 13 Boys Premier who have a record of 5 wim$ 1 tie so far this
season. The team is still trying to improve thtesof play and has taken some big strides irr tiiederstanding of what it takes
to become a stronger player.

U14 Boys Premier— 4 wins and 1 loss matches thBdy® record. The team sits proudly at the top eftéble and have pro-
duced a couple of tremendous performances this Jéarteam is not standing still in their developirthough and is continu-
ally working hard to get better and better.

U11 Girls— a strange season so far for the 11 @ihs have really taken longer than expected tdyetitk on the field. There
have certainly been some positive signs howevtrdmpast couple of weeks and the group is a spiritdented one with a very
positive future ahead of it.

U13 Girls Premier— it has been a rough ride fortBeGirls. They have produced some great momerttedue not yet gained
the consistency that they are striving towards. Glres should know however that we are all pullfiogthem and have confi-
dence that things will turn round sooner rathentlager. Watching the players in training, it iswevident that they are devel-
oping but that development has not yet transfeored the field for games. Patience is requiredaniitlle bit of luck!

"| think that France, Germany, Spain,

SiiEn (e Seaale Slow S ITEn, (L1 Holland and England will join Brazil in the

because they think sardines will be thrown **We must have had 99% of the game. e finals.” In a semi-final there are only 4
into the sea." Manchester United former star. |t was the other 3% that cost us the N Evén the great “Pele” has problems
Eric Cantona doesn’t make much sense! match." Ruud Gullit, current manage! T

of LA Galaxy shows some dubious
addition skills.
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Roanoke Star is pleased to announce that 11 plaggescommitted to play soccer in college next y€here are still some players
who are finalizing their plans so that number mayéase even further. It is a tremendous achievefoethese players who
through their hard work and dedication are ablake their game to the next level. Congratulationall the players and good luck

in your college career.

Rachel Beaumont — Cave Spring — Virginia Tech DI
Joey Curran — North Cross — Holy Cross DI

Mark Meyer — North Cross — Sewanee: Universityhef $outh DIl
Stuart Maxey — Salem — Sewanee: University of thatlSDIII

Chris Barmett — Wiliam Byrd — Bridgewater ColleD#l
Michael Cilek — Cave Spring— Queens College DIl
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Ben Freakley, Head Coach at Virginia Military Inste,
a Division | Men’s College Program, has been vargyb
conducting our technical skills training at Vinydtan
Tuesday and Thursday nights starting at 7pm. Taere
only a few sessions left and we would urge as many
players as possible to come out for these lasiosess
The remaining sessions are on April 17th, 22ndh 24t
29th and May 1st. All sessions start at 7pm andfdasl
hour.
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Goalkeeping Director, John Faircloth and Goalkegpin
Coach Camilo Rodriguez are currently conducting-goa
keeping sessions. All goalkeepers and players who
would just like to try the position are stronglycenr-
aged to attend. The sessions are as follows:

Monday GK's - for players aged U13 and U14 andehos
recommended by Coach John - 6pm

Wednesday GK's - for players aged U11 and U12 and
those recommended by Coach John - 5.15pm

Picture above... some of the U14 Premier Boys teagrpanents enjoyed
some beach soccer during their trip to Charles$@h, Notice the sign in
the background saying “deadly currents” - I'm assuthat the team was

safely in bed by the time the currents arrived!

Shane Butler — Caveil@p+ Radford University DI
Timothy BullockJefferson Forest — Liberty University DI
Drew Whitt — George Washingtollampden—Sydney DIl
Nao Masuda — Radford — Ctajsher Newport DIlI
Chris Sundby — Rockbridge County —+iditeollege DIIl
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Most of our teams were scheduled to appear in the
Chesterfield Icebreaker. Unfortunately, due to
weather, the tournament was cancelled.

Our U13 Girls team did manage to get in some tour-
nament play recently. They attended the PWSI Ice-
breaker in Chantilly, Northern Virginia. The team
started well with a hard fought victory over a sigo
Northern Virginia Soccer Club. The girls won 2-1
with both goals coming from Emma Wade. The next
game saw the girls tie 1-1 with NOVA Soccer Club
Galaxy. That meant that the team had to win their
last game against Chesapeake. The Girls produced a
great performance to win 2-0 and advance to the fi-
nal where they were to meet a very strong Triangle
FC team. Unfortunately, the girls ran out of steam
and were unable to prevent the TFC team from
emerging as victors. Still it was a great acconhplis
ment to finish as finalists of the top bracketheit

first games of the season.

Also managing to get some tournament play was the
14 Boys Premier team. They recently attended the
Bridge FA tournament in South Carolina. The boys
were no strangers to this event having also atténde
a tournament in the Fall run by the same club. The
team battled hard in all three games but were denie
a victory over the course of the weekend. The best
performance came in the 2nd game when the boys
tied 0-0 against WCWAA from North Carolina. De-
spite not receiving the results they desired thente
had a great time that included a trip to the beach
(and some possibly ill advised, energy sapping, but
great fun, beach soccer!) and some great barbeque!
Finally a mention for our 16 and 17 Boys teams who
both attended the Jefferson Cup in Richmond in
early March. Both teams were not at full strength
but still managed to represent Roanoke Star very
well. For the 16 Boys a depleted roster meant the
opportunity to invite a few of the 15 Boys and they
performed admirably. The 17 Boys were also short
handed due to high school soccer but they also per-
formed at a high level. Both teams captured the at-
tention of college coaches without capturing the ti
tle!



Roanoke Star Soccer club
2502 Broadway Avenue, Suite A
Roanoke, VA 24014

$ / I

The field clean up at Vinyard Il was held on
a cold morning and I'm sure that affected the
amount of people who were willing to brave
the weather. It did brighten up though and
the sun was shining by the end of the morn-
ing! Huge thanks to the people who did at-
tend and had the tough task of removing the
field blankets, raking the fields, making new
sand bags, fixing nets and putting them on
goals and general clean up. Without volun-
teers like we had that day it would have been
very hard to get everything done. Roanoke
Star relies on volunteers to help keep our
club running smoothly. The clean up day
was vital in preparing the fields for play this
year. For those that did attend—again
HUGE thanks! If you have not already re-
ceived a gift voucher from me for helping,
please drop me an email and | will make
sure you receive your gift voucher. For those
that were unable to attend, please watch out
for another day in the future. We still have
some maintenance issues that we would like
to take care of. We will certainly try and
schedule the next field clean up during sun-
nier weather. The more people that we have
helping the better our fields will look and
play for the players.
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